~ 


[July 21, 1886. 


THE BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 


EMp Out the Hut*. 

In traveling over our highways I find it an ex- 
ceptional good road that haa no rata in it, and I 
occasionally find a vehicle that has been wrecked 
by running in the ruts. We sometime* find 
church members in dangerous ruts, which they do 
not seem conscious of. 

The members assemble in convention, reaffirm 
the belief of some ccnturial father, or form an ap- 
pendix to God's word, which they call creed ; then 
believe and worship in the same and endeavor to 
persuade others to open their hearts to such doc- 
trine: instead "f believing God by accepting His 
word as He has given it. This is a very bad rut 
into which oh arches are rapidly falling. 

Another which does not wholly exclude the 
Brethren church, U a salaried ministry. I do not 
think the advocates of a salaried ministry can 
base their argument on a gospel finding. Church 
after church has been wheeled into this traditional 
rat. 

A supported ministry is what we need and 
should have everywhere. It is unjust that a min- 
ister who is net regularly employed in divine ser- 
vice, should sit in his easy chair every day (except 
Sunday) in clothes as good and even better than 
some of his own poor members and hearers can 
have on for Sunday. I admit that a great mistake 
in the lay-members of the branches of the Tunker 
churches, is that they aie prone to too much mis- 
eriness, but I think the day of liberality is dawn- 
ing. It is the salaried part of the ministry that is 
not right for when a man is hired to do a piece of 
work he generally does the work for the consider- 
ation of a moneyed compensation. 

The man who is hired to feed the sheep, fleeth 
when the wolvea come because the sheep are not 
his own. Then, too, the best churches financially 
usually obtain the best ministers and the poorest 
churches the weakest ministers, unless they are 
appoiuetd aud that is abridging man's liberty to 
preach the gospel to every creature. The advo- 
cates of a salaried ministry may say that he who 
opposes the cause loves money too well, well, that 
that may be so, and again it may not ; it may just 
as often be applicable to the salaried ministry ad- 
vocate, as to the opponent, 

A minister, especially a good one, should be 
well supported, but not salaried. 

Another rut into which the church is apt to slip 
is pride in dress. Why is it that some people will 
act so foolishly '< 

To look at some society ladies it appears a? 
though they were imitating 'he tortoise — all they 
have in this world being on themselves. It is 
said that Cleveland. Gould and other great men 
do not dress extravagantly compared to some oth- 
er men lower in lite, who are known to but very few 
people. Who ever saw or heard of any great so- 
ciety woman, in whatever standing in lite, doing 
any thing of great importance for fallen humanity 
or for Christ ! We, as individuals have cut loote 
from all tradition of the Mother church aud struck 
for liberty, now dear brethren let us not abuse 
this liberty or strain it iu any way. If we are not 
certain an act is right, let us not do it at all. I ad- 
mire certain good members in the Mother church 
— their modesty j they seem so very motherly and 
fatherly, that I do not know who could condemn 
them. Let us not drift with the current, which is 
very easy to do. 

"It Is easy t* glide with its ripples 
A-down the stream of time. 
But, ah, it takes courage and patience 
While rowing against the tide." 

This is as true as the life that exists within us. 

The Rev. Sam Jones said when in Baltimore, 
that he went into the round house at a station, and 
saw a bright polished and shining engine there, 
one of the men told him that engine had never been 
out on the road yet, directly in came an engine 
with oil and mud splashed about, with steam in ac- 
tion. He inquired and that engine had brought 
in twenty- four cars, he might have added that the 
engineer was not in a Prince Albert green, and the 
fireman with kid gloves and silk hat. So we see 
that no man or woman is really suited to societie's 
latest fashions and at the same time wholly aarve 
the Lord. But 1 would not have any one think 
that the garment makes the man or woman, for in 


the above ill us initio ii, a mean tramp may be put 
on an engine and not knowing anything about the 
manipulation of the machinery, no good con Id 
come out of him, his clothes or the engine. The 
heart and head must be thoroughly right, and the 
garment as well as all will be right. 

G. A. Copp, 
Fisher's Hill, Va. 


Rat Ham Jonas on Prayer. 

The following is taken from one ef Rev. Sam 
Jones' sermons in Cincinnati : 

Mr. Jones asked all those who desired the pray- 
ers of the church to rise, and about fifty responded. 
His text was 1 Thees. 5 16-38 : "Rejoice evermore. 
Fray without ceasing. In everything give thanks ; 
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concern- 
ing you." After speaking on the joy that a true 
Christian experiences, he tnus spoke upon the sob 
ject of prayer : 

I don't suppose scripture means to teach that a 
fellow ought to be on his knees all the time. I 
eat without ceasing ; but I do not eat all the time. 
I know that as soon as I quit eating I will die. I 
am obliged to eat to live, and I will never quit 
eating as long as I am a vigorous man. Haven't 
got time to pray ! 

I heard of a fellow once who had so much work 
to do on a certain day that he had to stop and 
pray three hours in order to get through with his 
work, You say, "That is the most rediculous 
thing I ever heard in my life," You go down 
yonder, a few miles below here, and see that Cin- 
cinnati Southern passenger train roll by heavily 
under her air-breaks and stop, and you look off a 
distance and say, "What did that engine stop 
there for? Its schedule time is thirty-six miles an 
hour, and it has no time to lose. Why don't -that 
engineer go on ?" And I approach a little closer, 
and there it has been standing one minute, two 
minutes, three minutes, four minutes, and 1 walk a 
little closer, and I see them heaving coal into the 
tender and letting water in, and when it is filled up 
with coal aud water (he engineer looks up and 
pulls the throttle valve open with the conscious- 
ness that he has got steam- gent: rating material, 
and he says, "I can now push the train along 
sixty miles an hour, and if I had passed that coal 
and water Btation my train would suon have stop 
ped." The best thing he could do was to stop 
there ; and the best licks you put in your life are 
at the water etations of prayer on the way. Many 
a fellow rune by those stations because he thinks 
he has not got the tiipe, and he runs on the grade, 
and gets rusty on the track. 

Pray without ceasing! You can get along bet 
ter with prayer than without prayer ; for that is 
the source of power, that ia the source of life. 
There are such Christians in this world, whose 
watch- word is prayer in life at the gates ot death, 
and who enter heaven with prayer. 

See that tree on your sidewalk. We stand there 
a moment and ask what is the life-perpetuating 
power of the tree. I will tell you. It is the sap. 
You cut the bark around the tree, and stop the 
sap from circulating, and that tree will die. We 
look at that horse out there, and you say, what is 
the life- perpetuating force in that horse? It is 
the circulation of his blood, and if you cut the jug- 
lar vein in his neck that horse will die. And just 
as true as the circulation of the sap is the life ot 
the tree, and the circulation of the blood is the 
life of the horse, just so communion with God is 
the life of the soul ; and that horse can live with 
his heart still just as easy as a man can live who 
don't pray. 

Pray without ceasing I Well, now, I want to 
say another thing, and I would have you under- 
stand it, too, brethren, and it is as hard a thing as 
a preacher ever said. Listen. A man who really 
prays anywhere will pray everywhere. A man 
who maintains and possesses the spirit of prayer 
will pray privately, will pray secretly, will pray 
publicly, in his family, anywhere, everywhere. 
That old brother out there says, "I don't pray in 
public." I ask him why. He says because he is 
timid. It is because you are mean. That is the 
secret of the whole thing. A fellow dou't like to 
pray before the public when be hasn't lived right 
before the public. I heard of a fellow once, and a 


preacher called on him to pray, and he prayed a 
little, and directly he said, " L<ird, give ns «onl- 
saving religion," and one of his creditors who was 
present hollered out, "and debt-paying religion," 
and to that the fellow had to say amen, and quit. 
He had him there. And a man that don't live 
right before the public dou't like to pray before 
the public. 

I ask, Do yon pray in your family ? No ! Why ? 
Because I am timid. No, it isn't. It is because 
you don't live right before your family. A man 
who don't live right at home can't pray there. 
They tell a story of a man who said, "John, have 
you rocked the coffee, have yon sanded the sugar, 
and have you done so and so? And John *aid, 
yes ; and the man said, "Well, come in to prayers," 
Well that's a great big joke; but there is no truth 
in it. The man that will make his boy do that 
ain't going to call him in to prayer. That man 
can't pray. 

Brethren, there ia no duty so sacred and so bind- 
ing upon a man ne the duty of family prayer. 
One of the most prominent men in the southern 
states, who came to God in the Nashville revival, 
who was a general in the late war, and a man that 
stands head and shoulders above those around him, 
told me three months after the Nashville meeting, 
says he, "Mr. JoneB, ring the changes on the ques- 
tion of that family prayer, and tell the people that 
there is nothing worth more to a man than the 
privilege of kneeling down in the morning and 
praying with his family." And then there is an- 
other thing. A man that is honest and sincere 
about getting to heaven will pray in his family. I 
will tell you why. Because there isn't a single 
Christian in this town that has not heard some. 
good old man say that family prayer is a great 
stay to him ; and any Christian will adopt the 
planks in his platform that he is satisfied to have 
ever helped any other man to get home to heaven. 
Don't you believe that ? Certainly you do. I 
can afford anything in the world belt t than I can 
afford to miss heaven. I can afford anything bet- 
ter than to shipwreck my family. 

Family prayer t That boy who said to his fath- 
er in his dying moments, "Father, I am dying and 
I am lost forever ; but," said he, "bury me when I 
die on the path that leads to the horse lot, and as 
you paBs by my grave day by day to feed your 
stock, look at the mound and say, "There lies ray 
poor dead and damned boy ; but he never heard 
me pray." That is the saddest thing a dying eon 
ever said to his father — never heard him pray. 
And there are many in this house to-night whose 
boy could bid his father good- by in the same way 
— "I am lost forever ; but I never heard my father 
pray I" 

Family prayer I Will every man in I his house 
who prays in his family night and morning, will 
you stand up, please. [About thirty or forty men 
rose, and when Mr. Jones told the minister" to sit 
down nearly one half sat down.] I have no doubt 
that if t were standing in Foochow to night, I ex- 
pect Foochow would make a better showing than 
you all do. It is a sad commentary. And yet wt- 
want to bring sinners to God, and there isn't one 
in twenty who is near to God himself. 

Family prayer ! I tell you when a man once 
takes up his duty of family prayer — and it is his 
duty — he . is getting very near to God. When 
God blesses a man, he either indorses his past life, 
or he indorses his future, one or the other. I'll tell 
you the sort of meetings I glory in. It jp when I 
receive a letter from a pastor six months after the 
revival closed, and they write me, "Ninety-nine 
per cent of my membership pray in their family, 
and pray in public, and come to prayer- meeting, 
and do their duty." I say, Glory to God ! that is 
a good revival. Aud it this meeting don't put 
you in the way to do your duty, it is going to be 
a curse to .you. I have never seen the day that I 
ever refused to do anything that a Christian man 
asked me to do. 

Let us do our duty or die trying. Thank God 
for every family altar that is erected in America. 
It is a bulwark over which Satan can hearccly 
climb. Brethren, let me tell you that the man who 
has made up his mind to do his duty is the man 
that has made up his mind to go through to heav- 
en. II you will tell me how I can take a nigh cut 
on a straight road, I will till you how a man can 
dodge his duty and get to heaven. If you will tell 
me how a man can take a nigh cut on a straight 
road, then I will tell you how to shirk responsi- 
bility aud yet get to glory. Pray without ceasing, 
pray everywhere, pray anyw here. 


MM 


